Intro to Pop Harmony
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Counting Intervals

Count startingon the note as "one"

So, Cto Gis a 5th (you count, CDEFG
which is 5 notes)

You're counting letter names
So don't countan E and an Eb!

Half step is the closest possible note.
Ex: C to the black key above (C#)

Le 1 G

Perfect Fifth
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Inversions can make chord
progressions smoother

Rather than jumping around on
the keyboard

Keeping common tones
throughout the progression

F Major Chord - Root Position

FI| |A] |C

G Major Chord - Root Position

G B D

F Major Chord - 1st Inversion

Al |C F

G Major Chord - 1st Inversion

B D G

F Major Chord - 2nd Inversion

G Major Chord - 2nd Inversion




In the key of C, the Ctriad is | or the "one chord"

Fis IV or the four, and Gis V or the five

CFG,is|IVV,which are the building blocks of many pop songs and most blues
If the numeral is capital numeral, it's major. If it's lowercase, it's minor.

"Borrowed" means taken from the minor mode if it's in major (or vice versa)

Key of C major
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Chord | Chord IV~ Chord V
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C MAJOR SCALE

CDEFGAB|C

J 55 S

* BbisBflat, F#is F sharp
* Half step is the closest possible note
* Whole step skips a note

F Major Scale
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Notes of the G major scale




Sharps,
Flats, Major,

and Minor
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Common Chord Progressions in Pop

|V vilV (NoWoman No Cry /LetltBe) CGaF

IV 1V vi(Bad Blood) FCG a

| vi IV | (People Get Ready) Ca FC

| 11ii | (All | Need to Get By)-borrowedII-CD d C

| IV Vvi /TIV Il vi- (Pat Metheny “James”)- borrowed III-CFGa/CFEa

| blll bVI bll- Giant Steps changes (John Coltrane)- C Eb Ab Db
Similar to “Everything In Its Right Place” which is F C Db Eb
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